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A country once written off as a failed state, Mozambique is currently led by  
the Honorable Luisa Diogo, who has helped this African nation to post superior eco-
nomic growth rates in her prior role as Minister of Finance as well as in her current role 
as Prime Minister.  Diogo has also made her mark as an anti-poverty and health advo-
cate, notably waging a battle to stop the HIV/AIDS epidemic affecting Mozambique, 
where 16% of the country’s 20 million citizens have contracted the disease, costing the 
nation 1% of its GDP each year.  Diogo focuses as well on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment through a recently launched “Network of Women Ministers and Parlia-
mentarians,” which organizes current and former government members.  She has been 
singled out by the World Bank for her efforts in poverty reduction and also has helped to 
map out a vision of how the poorest nations can unleash entrepreneurship and to mobi-
lize the private sector to meet development challenges.  TIME magazine honored her a 
few years ago by including her in its list of 100 influential people in the world. 
 
Other officials joining a stellar group of government leaders include the First Lady of 
Burkina Faso Chantal Compaore, who will be joining the Summit for the first time.  The 
U.S. delegation will be led by the Undersecretary of State, Democracy and Global Af-
fairs, Paula Dobriansky, a ‘veteran’ of three prior Summits.  The delegation also includes 
the U.S. Treasurer Anna Cabral and the U.S. Ambassador to the UN Commission on the 
Status of Women Patricia Brister.  From Europe, Georgia’s delegation will be led by its 
Minister of Economic Development Eka Shareshide, who will be accompanied by busi-
ness leaders that include the General Director of the Georgian International Energy Cor-
poration.  From Latin America, another veteran Summit leader, Mexico’s Vice Minister 
of Labor Patricia Espinosa Torres will be joined by Chile’s Minister for Women’s Affairs 
Laura Albornoz.  They comprise some of the government leaders attending the pre-
Summit Ministerial Roundtable focusing again on Public/Private Partnerships Advancing 
Women’s Economic Opportunities. 

 
 

In addition to Carnival Australia CEO Ann Sherry, Microsoft Malaysia  
Managing Director Yasmin Mahmood, IBM Taiwan’s General Manager Sophia Tong, 
the Summit’s annual CEO Forum will also include Dong Mingzhu, President of GREE 
Electric Appliances, one of Fortune’s Top 50 International Businesswomen, who rose 
from a sales position to lead one of China’s top companies in just 14 years.  Vietnam will 
be represented by Nguyen Thi Nga, Chair and CEO of King’s Valley Corporation, which 
owns golf resorts in that country.  From France comes Marie-Laura Charles, who leads 
Thales, an aviation company, in its operations in Chile, Peru and Argentina. 
 
Growing small businesses to larger enterprises is the focus of Stargate Capital 
Executive Chairman Herta von Stiegel’s session at the Summit.  Opening SME access to 
corporate contracts is the focus of a presentation by FedEx Vice President, Material 
and Corporate Sourcing, Mary McDaniel.  Pfizer’s Regional Vice President, Pfizer 
Worldwide Pharmaceuticals E. Allan Gabor will be part of a special luncheon session on 
“Consequences of Success:  Impact on Women’s Health.”  The Executive Director of 
UNCTAD’s International Trade Centre Patricia Francis will speak on “Expanding Micro-
enterprise Sales” as a way of ‘growing’ women-owned enterprises in emerging econo-
mies.  These are just some of over 80 presenters sharing their expertise at the Vietnam 
Summit. 

 
 
 

 In addition to the offerings under the Entrepreneurial Track at this  
Year’s Summit, Vietnam’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry has planned a special 
pre-Summit presentation on “Doing Business with Vietnam” open to all delegates on 
Thursday, June 5th from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at Function Room 6 & 7 of the Melia Hotel.  
Vietnam’s hot new economy has made it a magnet for business investments of all sizes, 
earning its title as Asia’s latest economic ‘tiger.’ Those interested in participating must 
indicate as such in their registration form.  For those already registered but who failed 
to check-off their participation in this session in their registration form, please email the 
Summit expressing your intent to do so. 
 
The International Finance Corporation, private sector investment arm of the World 
Bank will also provide a special session for women entrepreneurs interested in access-
ing loans that expand their enterprises, as well as training that enhances their entrepre-
neurial skills.  This special session is led by Zouera Youssoufou, who manages IFC’s Gen-
der Entrepreneurship Markets program.  The session will be held on Thursday, June 5th 
from 4:00-5:30 p.m. also at Function Room 6 & 7. 

 

The 2008 Summit’s official carrier is Vietnam Airlines, which has provided  
heavily discounted rates for this year’s global gathering.  Participants are invited to log 
on to www.globewomen.org to see roundtrip airfares from key cities around the world.  
Sample airfare include 560 Euros roundtrip from Paris to Hanoi; USD575 from San Fran-
cisco or Los Angeles to Hanoi; and 2,150 Hong Kong Dollars (USD276) from Hong Kong 
to Hanoi round-trip.  For convenience, a booking form is online on the Summit website 
which can be sent to the nearest Vietnam Airline office listed also on the site.  A copy of 
the Summit confirmation letter must accompany all bookings, as these fares are avail-
able only for Summit registrants.   
 
Those interested in seeing more of Vietnam before and after the Summit are invited to 
see tours provided especially for Summit registrants on the Summit’s website.  From the 
historical city of Hue to the beaches of Halong Bay and Danang to the dynamic city of 
Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City), Vietnam has much to offer.  Descriptions and schedule of the 
tours are available online. 
 
The Summit has provided these special rates for the convenience of Summit registrants.  
Participants, however, are responsible for making their own bookings directly with 
Vietnam Airlines and the tour company through the forms and information provided 
on its website.  The Summit is not responsible for making individual arrangements. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOIN THE PREMIER INTERNATIONAL GATHERING OF WOMEN LEADERS IN BUSINESS 
AND GOVERNMENT WORLDWIDE 
 
BE INFORMED AND MAKE CONNECTIONS IN THE DYNAMIC ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL 
ECONOMY 
 
BE PART OF A RENOWNED INTERNATIONAL EVENT FOR WOMEN ONLY – THE 2008 
GLOBAL SUMMIT OF WOMEN – JUNE 5-7, 2008, HANOI, VIETNAM 

Note our new address 

“Linking Business Women Worldwide” 
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Don't Miss Out! 
The Global                

Summit of Women 
Invites You 

To participate in a truly   
unique global gathering of 
women influencers and 
opinion  leaders from            
government and business... 

To be inspired by women 
from across all continents  
and all  areas of  leader-
ǎƘƛǇΧ 

To learn from and to 
share with your peers ways 
to improve your business, 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ Χ  
and the lives of others 

To expand your global                               
network. 

The 2008                   
Summit offers... 

A window into the dy-
namic Asia-Pacific econo-
mies now leading the 21st 
century  global market-
place 

Insight into the women                 
driving business growth in 
this region as consumers 
and  business leaders 

CŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ΨōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΩ 
in partnerships between                     
business and government 
to advance women and to                          
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ΨƎǊŜŜƴΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ 

Information on doing                     
business with the latest              
!ǎƛŀƴ ΨǘƛƎŜǊΩ ς Vietnam 

And numerous sessions 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ΨƎǊƻǿΩ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊπ
ship skills, your business, 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΧΦ 

Visit Globewomen.org             
for more about the                                

Global Summit of Women 
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