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Public Private Partnerships to 
End Domestic Violence



“To meet fully the obligations of corporate 

citizenship by contributing to the well-

being of society.”

David H. McConnell

Avon Founder

1886

“Doing well by doing good, and giving back 

to society, is a part of who we are at  

Avon.  It is part of our DNA.” 

Andrea Jung

Avon Chairman & CEO

2009



“9 Pillars” of Corporate Responsibility
at Avon

• Economic Opportunity

• Environmental Stewardship

• Governance and Ethics

• People and Diversity

• Philanthropy

• Product Responsibility

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Supply Chain

• Workplace Safety and Health



Philanthropy was formally launched with 
the creation of the Avon Foundation

• Founded in 1955 in the US

• First core mission: economic empowerment of 
women

• First effort: one US$400 scholarship

• Avon Foundation (nonprofit charities) have also 
been created in Brazil and Argentina

• Avon philanthropic efforts in other countries are 
through the corporation



Second Core Mission: Access to care and 
finding a cure for breast cancer

• Avon Breast Cancer Crusade launched in 1992

• Through 2008: more than US$585 million raised 
and awarded in 55 countries



Third Core Mission: Domestic Violence

• Launched in 2004 – US and Mexico

• Expanding worldwide



Domestic Violence: A Global Epidemic

1 in 3 women is a victim of domestic violence globally

• Insert some global data



Avon Speak Out Against Domestic Violence

• Efforts support

– Awareness

– Education

– Direct service and prevention programs

– Advancing access to justice for women

• More than $14 million raised and awarded

• $1.25 million awarded to UN Trust Fund to End 
Violence Against Women (managed by UNIFEM)
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Public Service Announcements: 
Avon Mexico and US

http://shareit.us.avon.com/sites/Global_Philanthropy/Shared Documents/Domestic Violence/Mexico Speak Out Public Service Announcement.pdf


Avon Czech Republic and Slovakia:
Public Service Advertisements featuring well know Czech and Slovak 
models Daniela Pestova and Adriana Sklenarikova



Avon Mexico: Global competition for short 
films about domestic violence

“Alza la Voz, no permitas que la 
violencia se convierta en algo 

familiar”

• Joint project between Avon 
Mexico and Expresión en 
Corto launched in 2007

• In 2008, 98 films from 20 
countries

• 2009 competition was 
announced at Cannes Film 
Festival on May 15



Judges and Legal professionals Teenagers

MARIA DA PENHA ACT

Avon Brazil: raising awareness and 
enforcement of legal protection for women

Avon and

UNIFEM



Avon United States Avon Global Center 
for Women and 
Justice at Cornell 
Law School

• US $1.5 million grant

• Resource for judges, 
lawyers, governments 
and NGOs

• Increase awareness 
and application of laws 
against violence

• Improve access to 
justice for women



Avon Foundation United States:
Global Forum for Women and Justice: 
Advancing Advocacy

2-Day event in Washington, DC

March 2009

Global Forum for Women and Justice
• International Association of Women Judges 

with support from Avon

• Discussed obstacles and solutions to ending 

violence against women

Advancing Advocacy Conference
• Presentations by international experts on 

efforts to end violence against women 

• Attended by global Avon associates and NGO 

partners  



Highlights of Public-Private Partnerships

• UNIFEM - United Nations Development Fund for Women (global)

• Amnesty International (Avon Argentina)

• Sociedad Mexicana Pro Derechose de la Mujer AC (Avon Mexico)

• Refuge (Avon United Kingdom)

• Federation Nationale Solidarrite Femmes (Avon France)

• Women's Rights Foundation (Avon Poland)

• Association Cerchi d'Acqua (Avon Italy)

• Alliance of Women of Slovakia (Avon Slovakia)

• Acorus (Avon Czech Republic)

• Women's Counseling Service (Avon Slovenia)

• Ukrainian Women’s Fund (Avon Ukraine)

• Women for Women's Human Rights (Avon Turkey)



Public-Private Partnerships:
the perfect marriage

The company or corporate foundation offers:

• Funding and fundraising

• Human and creative resources

• Ability to reach target audience

The government agency or NGO offers:

• Expertise

• Direct services

• Policy and laws



We must work together to

ERADICATE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:

Governments, NGOs, Companies 

and People

Muchas Gracias


